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ACTION EUR-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EURE-00 SSO-OO NSCE-00 USIE-00 INRE-00 

CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-07 

PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SPC-03 SS-20 IO-14 ACDA-19 OMB-01 

SAJ-01 DRC-01 /121 W 

084456 

OR 131642ZMAR74 
FM AMEMBASSY BONN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 1053 
INFO AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 
USMISSION NATO BRUSSELS 

UNCLAS BONN 04024 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, US, GW, XT 

SUBJECT: FRG SPOKESMAN COMMENTS ON US-EUROPEAN 
RELATIONS 

REF: (A) STATE 48943; (B) BONN 3881 (C) BONN 4003 

AT MARCH 13 PRESS CONFERENCE, FRG SPOKESMAN VON WECHMAR 
ANSWERED REPORTERS' QUESTIONS ABOUT CONTROVERSY BETWEEN 
U.S. AND EUROPE BY REFERRING TO VEST STATEMENT OF MARCH 
12 AND SAYING THAT THIS REPRESENTED AN ATTEMPT BY THE 
U.S. TO "POUR OIL ON WHATEVER WAVES MAY HAVE ARISEN". 

VON WECHMAR ADDED THAT "WE SHOULD NOT WITHDRAW INTO AN 
IVORY TOWER AND TRY TO PERSUADE OURSELVES THAT EUROPEAN 
SECURITY IS POSSIBLE WITHOUT THE U.S." BOTH SIDES, HE 
SAID, WERE INTERESTED IN IMPROVING CONSULTATIONS, BUT 
THIS REQUIRED TIME AND EFFORT ON BOTH SIDES. HE WAS 
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REFERRING, HE SAID, NOT TO CONSULTATIONS WITHIN NATO, 
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WHICH HAD FUNCTIONED SATISFACTORILY FOR 24 YEARS, BUT 
TO A PROCESS OF CONSULTATION BETWEEN THE U.S. AND EC 
WHICH HAD YET TO BE DEVELOPED. RECENT DISCUSSIONS HAD 
SHOWN THAT THERE WAS DISSATISFACTION IN SEVERAL QUARTERS 
WITH THE EXISTING MECHANISMS; THE FRG WANTED TO MAKE ITS 
CONTRIBUTION TO AN IMPROVEMENT OF CONSULTA- 
TIONS AND OF THE FLOW OF INFORMATION. 

HILLENBRAND 
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